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FOR WHAT THE LAW COULD NOT DO, IN THAT IT WAS 
WEAK THROUGH THE FLESH, GOD, SENDING HIS OWN 


SON, IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, AND FOR SIN, 
CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH: THAT THE RIGHTEOUS. 
NESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US, WHO 
WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE SPIRIT. 


Rom. vill. 3, 4- 


IN this incomparable epiſtle, the great Apoſtle 
to the Gentiles hath diſcuſſed, in a moſt maſterly 
manner, the ſubject of the moral ſtate of man- 
kind univerſally ; and ſo demonſtratively exhibited 
the univerſal depravity and moral turpitude of 
human nature, as to evince the utter impoſſibility 
of either the Gentiles by the law of nature, or the 
Jews by the law of Moſes, ever recommending 
themſelves to the favor of God, or obtaining 
Juſtification and acceptance with him. This topic 
particularly occupies the firſt, ſecond and third 
chapters.——He has likewiſe, as a true evangeliſt, 
very ſatisfactorily proved, both from ſcripture 
and reaſon, another very important point, which 
is particularly dear to all the ſaints, viz. The 
entire and complete juſtification, and final ſecu- 
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rity of every one who truly believes in the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. This is particularly demonſtrated | 
in the fourth and fifth chapiers.—The Apoſtle 


afterwards defends his doctrine from the unrea- 
ſonable charge of licentiouſneſs, and ſhews that 


this alone can give ſecurity for pure and undif- 
guiſed morality. So that this epiſtle contains a 
complete ſyſtem of the moſt pure and ſublime 


8 that ever the world was favored with. 


The entire juſtification of all true i 18 


illuſtrated by a familiar argument drawn from 


the conjugal law, chap. vii. ver. 1, 2, 3, 4. A 


Woman, by that law, is bound to her huſhand ſo 


long as he liveth, ſo that ſhe can neither diſpoſe 

of her perſon, liberty, nor property, but in ſub- 
miſſion to her huſband's will: But if the huſband 

die, the law dies with him, and every obligation 


to that law ceaſes, as though it had never been, 
and the woman is as much at liberty as though 


ſhe never had been bound. So, © ye, my bre- 
thren, are become-dead to the law, by the (death) 
of the body of Chriſt, (for the legal inſtitution _ 


died with him) that ye ſhould be married unto 


another, even to him who is raiſed from the 


dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit unto God.“ 


The Apoſtle farther illuſtrates this ſubject from 
the 7th verſe of the 7th chapter, by introducing 


his own experience, which is indeed the expe- 


rience 
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rience of every one who is taught of God; and 
in the 1ſt verſe of the 8th chapter, he draws an 
inference from the foregoing arguments, There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, &c. 

In the words of our text we have a brief ſum- 
mary of the whole proceſs of the economy of 
grace ; in diſcuſling of which we may, 


Firſt—Take notice of man's moral inability, 
exprelled in theſe words, What the law could 
not. do in that it was weak through the fleſh.” 


Secondly—Of the grand and ample proviſion 
which God hath made “ In ſending his own Son, 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh.” &c. 


Thirdly-—The ultimate end and deſign of the 
whole, That the righteouſneſs of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit.” | 


I. Let us then, in the firſt place, con- 
ſider what the law could not do, and why.— 
But here it may be neceſſary to explain the term, 
and affix the meaning to the word law. — The 
term law, as expreſſive of a ſyſtem, or code, of 
moral, or poſitive precepts, or obligations, has 
a threefold acceptation in ſcripture, which are 
termed Judicial, Ceremonial, and Moral. 


The 
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The Judicial Law, is that which reſpected the 
civil and political government of the Jewiſh 
nation, which took cognizance of men's conduct, 
and had the power of life and death. Heb. x. 28. 


The Ceremonial Law, is that typical economy 
which was a thadow of good things to come, 
and included all the religious obſervances and 
ceremonies which continued among the Jews, 
from Moſes to the coming of Chriſt. Gal. iii. 24. 


The Moral-Law, contains thoſe divine and 
moral obligations which were implanted in the 
firſt principles; and conſtitution of our firſt parents 
in Paradiſe ; which are now diſperſed throughout 
the book of divine revelation, and are ſummed 
up in that brief and comprehenſive decalogue, 
which was given to Moſes on Mount Sinai, written 
on ſtone. Exodus xx. 

It is -the latter ſenſe of the word we that 
is meant in the text, as is evident from the 
ſeventh verſe of the ſeventh chapter, „I had 
not known luſt, l the law had ſaid, thou 
ſhalt not covet.” —This is evidently a quota- 
tion from the decalogue: But we may ex- 
tend the meaning to any poſſible latitude, and 
comprehend every kind of ſenſe which may be 
deviſed.— Let it be the angelic lau, the Adamic 
law, the law of nature, the law of divine reve- 
lation, or the evangelical law; yea, the goſpel 
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of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, if it be 
conſidered only as a mere ſyſtem of moral ethics, 
abſtracted from the doctrine of atonement and 
the aid of divine inſpiration, will come under the 
ſame predicament : for, indeed, the morality of 
the goſpel is the ſame as the morality of the law. 
Chriſt taught no new morals, only- cleared the 
old ones from the falſe gloſſes of the Jewiſh rab- 
hies, and enforced them by new and evangelical 
motives and ſanctions. 


But what could not the law do? I anſwer, it 
could neither juſtify nor ſanctify; it could not 
give a man acceptance with God, power over 
himſelf, peace of conſcience, nor any well. 
grounded hope in a dying hour. The law could 
not juſtify, becaule it could not ſanctify. If juſti- 
fication were by the law, it muſt be by a perfect 
obſervance of it. Every law, both human and 
divine, demands perfect obedience. To tranſ- 
greſs the law is to be condemned by it; and 
future obedience can never make atonement 
for paſt tranſgreſſions, by that law which con- 
demns; and which ought always to have been 
obeyed : But this will ye appear in a ſtronger 
light if we conſider man's moral Inability to keep 
the law. 


Why cannot the law juſtify? Not becauſe of 
any 3 in itſelf, nor becauſe of any change 
that 
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of 
that has paſſed” on it. It is Rill, as it has ever 
been, a tranſcript of the divine mind; and bears, 


immutably, the ſtrongeſt reſemblance of its divine 


author: * It is ſpiritual, holy, juſt, and good.” 


Rom. vii. 12. It can never be abrogated: to all 


eternity ; nor can its vigour abate. It is as able 
to juſtify now as ever it was, all who obey it; 


 andit is alſo as able to condemn. But herein is 


its weakneſs ; It is weak through the fleſh.” 
Any law, given to creatures circumſtanced as 
we are, mult be liable to the ſame diſadvantages. 


There is a twofold inability in man, 1ſt, A want 


F 


of power ; 2dly, A want of will, or inclination. 


The firſt of theſe is ſadly known and lamentably 


expreſſed by the apoſtle, and likewiſe by every 
experimental chriſtian, as Rom. vii. 15. For 
what I would that do I not; but what I hate that 
do I.“ Ver. 19, For the good that I would, 
I do not; but the evil which I would not, that I 


do.“ Ver. 21, I find then a law, that when I 
would do good evil is preſent with-me.” — Ver. 24, 


« O wretched man that I am! who ſhall deliver 
me from the body of this death 2” If the beſt of 
characters, who have made the moſt faithful 
trial, and have long maintained the conflict, have 
been conſtrained to make this honeſt confeſſion of 
the want of power; what muſt be the caſe with 
others who have not made that trial? Their 


ſtrength is not greater ; but their knowledge of 
themſelves 


633 = 
themſelves is much lefs;—All the boaſting en- 
comiums, and all the flattering ideas, which men 
Have entertained of their own natural moral vir- 
tue, have originated in ignorance, and will ter- 
minate in deſpair.—There is alſo a want of will, 
or inclination, to the law of God ; which is what 
St. Paul calls « the carnal mind.” Rom. viii. 7, 
*« Becauſe the carnal mind is enmity againſt God: 
for it not ſubject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be.” —There is in human nature a con- 
trariety to God, and to his law ; which diſcovers 
itſelf in that ſad propenſity to evil, and averſion 
to that which is good, which is inate in us: we 
derive it from our parents, it is mixt with our 
very blood, and reſpired with every breath. We 
need not a more melancholy inſtance of enmity to 
God than that natural averſion to religion which 
fo univerſally prevails: So that the moſt per- 
ſuaſive arguments, the moſt engaging promiſes, | 
the moſt preſſing invitations, the moſt powerful 
ſanctions, are waſted upon the greateſt part of 
mankind; fo that neither duty nor intereſt, re- 
gard to God, their neighbour, nor themſelves ; 
deſires of future happineſs, nor the fears of 
damnation, will prevail. with them to hearken to 
divine counſels, or to regard the divine law. 


And this is not the caſe of one, two, three, or a 
thouſand only, but the ſcripture aſſerts, „ all 


fleſh hath corrupted its way, all are become un- 
B profitable; 


( 10 ) 

profitable; end univerſal obſervation and ex- 
perien ce corroborate the divine teſtimony, which 
declares that, God hath made of one blood all 
nations of men.” Acts xvii. 26.—-Human nature 
is the ſame every where.—There is an exact 
agreement in the moral ſtate of mankind in all 
ages and all nations. 


So that, in order to be juſtified by the law, 
| there is a vaſt deal of work to be done. We 
muſt firſt of all purge our own hearts, re- 
move the enmity which is there againſt the 
law of God, and make all our motives, paſlions, 
and principles, perfectly ſtraight with that per- 
fect rule. 2dly, We muſt render perfect and un- 
ſinning obedience for the time to come, and 
3dly, we muſt perform ſuch works of ſuperero- 
gation as may make ſatisfaction for the ſins that 
are paſt. From all this we conclude, that, „by 
the deeds of the la ſhall no fleſh be juſtified,” (in 
the ſight of God.) Rom. iii. 20. 


It conſequently follows, that the law could not 
give a man power over himſelf. For by the 
law is (only) the knowledge of fin.” Rom. iii. 20. 
not deliverance from it. The law can only expoſe 
the wound, it cannot heal. — This is manifeſt in 
the hiſtory of all the world, but efpecially of the 
Phariſees and Eſſenes among the Jews, and the 

| | re moſt 


(187 ) 
moſt eminent of the Philoſophers among the 
Gentiles, who after writing excellent precepts for 
the government of others, were not able to 
govern themſelves: and while they ſaw and 
lamented the depravity of human nature, were 
not able to rid themſelves of its ſnackles. 


It conſequently follows likewiſe, that the law 
could not give peace of conſcience. I do not ſay 
that conſcience may not be numbed, yea, ſeared 
as with a red hot iron, ſo as to become inſenfible 
to its ſtate and dangers, but this cannot be called 
the peace of God in the conſcience ; it ought 
rather to be called ſtupidity.—True peace of 
mind ſprings from conviction of the truth, and 
not a blindneſs to it.— Now that the law cannot 
give true peace of conſcience is evident from the 
aforementioned propoſitions.— For by the law 
is the knowledge of ſin.” Rom. iii. 20.—lIf the 
law could not juſtify - before God, nor give a 
man victory over himſelf, how then can it poſ- 
fibly afford true peace in the conſcience? “ For 
I was alive without the law once: but when the 
commandment came, (by conviction). ſin re- 
vived and I died.“ —I am perſuaded that thoſe 
who make the moſt faithful experiment will find, 
after the exertion of their utmoſt efforts, that 
the law, like the Egyptian taſk-maſters, will be 
ever accuſing them with, (r ye are idle, ye are 

"FI | idle,” 
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By the very dumme rule, the law could not 
= a well grounded hope of better things to 
come, in a dying hour. I have very often heard 
perſons ſpeak of looking back with pleaſure on a 
well ſpent life, when they come to lay upon their 
death bed, and this is to give them a comfortable 
hope beyond the grave.—This appears to be one 
of thoſe pretty compoſitions of words of courſe, 
which have no meaning in them ; and though often 
ſounded from the pulpit, I venture to aſſert, that 
they are calculated to lead the mind into damna- 
ble deluſions, even to the denying of the Lord 
that bought them. A well ſpent life! where do 
we find it?—1 know of no well ſpent life but one, 
and that was the life of Jefus Chriſt. —God for- 
bid that I ſhould diſcourage the attempt to live 
well! I only ſay there never was, there is not, 
there never will be, a merely human life with- 
out manifold blemiſhes and imperfections, and 
conſequently that life cannot, in a retroſpect 
view, give ſolid peace of conſcience in the laſt 
moments, 


It may be granted, indeed, that the life which 
| terminates in genuine repentance | and ſaving 
faith, has in a ſenſe been ſpent well, becauſe it 
is brought to a good iſſue ; and the earlier in lite 
this faith and repentance took place the better.— 


mn yet, ] . the true penitent is ſo far 
from 


(is ) 

from! wee theſe the ground of his acceptance, 
or the matter of his boaſt, that he acknowledges 
his repentance to be a deep remorſe which ariſes 
from a conſciouſneſs of his having lived ill; and 
his faith is the entire renunciation of his own 
partial and imperfe&t righteouſneſs, to truſt the 
' righteouſneſs of another, even the righteouſneſs 
which is of God "7 —_— in Nabe ** 4 


Thus then we N Qui ak the "a could ag 
do, and why.——Sutfter me, before I proceed, to 
make ſome eee of what has been ſaid. 


iſt, If tvs is any truth or propriety. i in 
what has been adyanced, then it inevitably fol, 
lows, that all thoſe who are ſeeking acceptance 
with God by any thing they are capable of doing, 
are juſt in the ſame ſtate the Jewiſh phariſees 
were in, i. e.“ being ignorant of God's righte- 
ouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves. 
unto the righteouſneſs of God.” Rom. x. 3.—It is 
not enough to ſay that your obedience is evan- 
gelical obedience, þecauſe the precepts you ob- 
ſerve, are found in the new teſtament.—It has 

been ſhewn that the morality of the law and the 
goſpel are both one; and to render your obedi- 

ence truly evangelical, you muſt have an evan. 
e faith, even faith in the blood and righteouſ. 
neſs 


WD | 
neſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which i is to all and 
upon all them that believe. | 


Your beſt W without this, will amount | 
to no more than thoſe deeds of the n by 
which no fleſh living ſhall be juſtified.” —Y ou 
will never attain a juſtifying 1 this 
way, „ becauſe you ſeek it not by faith, but as 
1 were by the Works of the law.” Rom. Ix. 32. 


| 2dly. How 1 wrong are thoſe 
teachers who repreſent Jeſus Chriſt as no more 
than a reformer of mankind, a teacher of morals, 
The ſcripture ſays, * He came not to deſtroy 
men's lives but to ſave.” Luke ix. 56. But, if he 
be no more than a teacher of morality, I would 
ſay he came not to ſave but to deſtroy, at leaſt, 
to torment them before their time: For, to en- 
large upon the ſubje& of duty, to perſons cir- 
cumſtanced as we have ſeen all men are, is no 
better than to mock their miſery, and to ch 
with their Gſtreſſes. 


3dly. Thus, my brethren, we 58. that thoſe 
teachers who never ſay any thing about our 
Lord Jeſus - Chriſt and his atoning ſacrifice, 
however fine ſpun their ſyſtems may be, are not 
preachers of the goſpel, but of the law, and 
God hath ſaid, «* * ſhall not t profit the people. 

| . 


4 
Jer. xxiii. 32. Might I be permitted to adviſe, 
I would ſay, hear them not; or at leaſt, « take 
heed how and what ye hear.” „ Men do not 
gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thiſtles.” 
Whoever that teacher may be, however great 
the offices he may fill, or the titles he may ſuf. 
tain, if he is leading you to lean on any thing 
you have done, or any thing you can do, for ac- 
ceptance with God, you may depend on it, he 
is deceiving your precious ſoul ; the worſt of all 
deceptions. 


4thly. Take bel how you attempt to lay 
another foundation than that which God has laid, 
which is Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. —Be aſſured of it, 
the beſt, the moſt perfect obedience you can 
poſſibly render, will never be able to bear the 
ſcrutiny of a holy, heart ſearching, God, by 
whom actions are weighed.” You muſt: have 
another way to come to God than that of your 
own doings; what that way is ſhall be the ſubje& 
of the ſecond part of my diſcourſe, which is the 
ſecond thing I propoſed to conſider, viz. 


IT. The grand and ample proviſion God has 
made in ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, &c.“ 


The apoſtles language here is greatly to be 
admired. «« God ſending his own Son” TOY Eeuroy Uv. 
1. e. The Son of himſelf. His Son in ſuch a ſenſe, 

5 | as 
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as ho creature can poſlibly bear the appellatiof!, 
Not intended to expreſs inferiority, but rather 
equality and unify of efſence. That Son which lay 
in the boſom of the Father from eternity, John 
i. 18. Who is the brightneſs: of the Father's 
glory, the expreſs image of his perſon.” Heb. 
i. 3.—5S0 that he who hath ſeen the Son, hath ſeen 
| the. Father likewiſe. John xii. 45, and xiv. 9. 


: Every expreſſion of the apoſtle in this part of 
our text, is pregnant with the moſt ſublime mat- 
ter, and might afford A r diſcourſe of itſelf. 


9770 God's ſending his own Son is the greateſt 
wonder in earth or heaven. It is ſuch an ex- 
preſſion of his love, that it admits of no com- 
pariſon. God o loved the world, &c.” John 
ii. 16.—Had he given heaven and earth for 
our redemption, it would have been far leſs 
| than giving his own Son. 
In the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh.” Not ſinful 
fleſh, but in the likeneſs of it —Chriſt contracted 
no pollution, nor did he looſe any of his glories 
by taking human fleſh. He only veiled his glories, 
to bear our fins and infirmities. He was always 
« without fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth.” But he had all the external appear- 
ances of a ſinner, in ſufferings and death. His 
viſage was ſo marred more than any man, arid 
his form more than the ſons of men.” 7. e. He 
was 


(( 0] 
was in all reſpects treated as a ſinner. He was 
treated as a ſinner by the creatures he had made: 


—He was charged with treaſon, infurrection, }. 


nicromancy, and blaſphemy.—He was conſidered 
as an enemy both to church and ſtate, to God and 
men; and for theſe falſe charges ſuffered the 
crueleſt tortures, and the moſt ſhameful and bloody 
death.—S0 little juſtice is there in public opinion. 


He was treated as a finner by devils. — 
Satan aſſaulted him as he aſſaults all his diſciples, 
and no doubt, for a time, with the hope of ſuc- 
ceſs. What did his ſpotleſs ſoul endure forty 
days and forty nights in the wilderneſs? In the 
garden of Gethſemane, and on the croſs ? — 
„He was in all points tempted like as we are, 
only fin excepted.” Heb. iv. 15.—Let this con- 
ſole all the children of God. It is no fin then to 
be tempted. Jeſus Chriſt hath trod the ſame 
thorny path before you, he knows how to ſym- 
pathiſe with, and to deliver you.—He will be with 
you in all your tribulations, both in the fire and 
in the water. He will ſupport and fuccour you, 
and « out of every temptation make a way for 
your eſcape.” '—c< He will not ſuffer FR to be 
tempted above that ye are able to bear.” «© He 
will bruiſe ſatan under your feet ſhortly.” - 


Yea, God the Father treated him as a ſinner, 
when he fulfilled his ancient prophecy. “ Awake, 
Ws; | C O 


(8) 
O ſword! againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the 
man that is my fellow.” Zec. xiii. 7.—* It pleaſed 
the Lord to bruiſe him: he hath put him to grief:” 
when, he laid on him the iniquity of us all.“ 
It was this that made him exclaim, „My God, 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me! The 
Jews thought he ſuffered juſtly, for his own crimes, 
«« ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and afflited.” —So 
have many thought.—* But (this is a very capi- 
tal miſtake, for) he was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions; he was bruiſed for our iniquities: the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with 
his ſtripes we are healed. Thus God ſent his 
own Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, to live a 
ſuffering life, and die like a malefator. This 
helps to explain the following words: * And for 
fin'—Ka) Tl «y2prizc., This phraſe in the old teſta- 
ment, is the ufual phraſe for a fin offering: So a 
bulloek for a fin offering 18 udo wap! & poprias, i. e. 
a bullock for fin, Lev. iv. 3, 18. and viii. 2, 14. 
and ix. 2, 8. and xvi. 3, 6, 9, 11, 27.— The lamb 
for a ſin offering is mpiCaror wep! _y Suoprias, Lev. 
IV. 32.—or ae, mip] '«papriz;, à lamb for fin. Lev. 
v. 6, 7. Num. vi. 16.—80 in like manner the 
goat, Lev. v. 6.— The dove, Lev. v. 7.— The 
ſin offering is 20 ep! c uapTiagy Lev. v. 8, 9, II-. | 
The ſame expreſſion uſed in our text. 


This gives us a proper and juſt idea of the 
nature of Chriſt's ſufferings and death, namely, 
that 


40 
that they were truly and properly vicarious; a 
fin offering, or a ſacrifice for 'ſin.—Not merely 
the effect of his pious zeal, O ye diſciples of 
Socinus! if this were all, his ſufferings would 
have little more efficacy than the ſufferings of 


the prophets, apoſtles, and martyrs. O! blaipheme 


not the Saviour thus !-—Thoſe ſufferings which 
attracted the aſtoniſhment of heaven and earth, 
which were the ſubje&t of. ſo many prophecies 
from the beginning of the world, that had been 
prefigured by ſu many expenſive ceremonies 
under the Levitical law. Were theſe but the 
ſufferings of a martyr ?—O! ye blaſpheme !— 
That death, which cauſed the ſun to hide his face, 
covered the heavens with blackneſs, ſhook the 
very foundations of the earth, rent the vail of 
the temple, opened the graves of the dead, and 
made the priſoners go forth; was this but the 
death of a martyr? O horrid blaſphemy !—Think 
not, O ye Socinians, that ye compliment the 
Saviour by multiplying your fulſome encomiums 
on his piety and zeal, while ye deny his proper 
divinity, and rob him of the travail of his ſoul, 
the atoning merit of his ſufferings and death 
Will you again robe him in mock royalty? and 
give him vinegar and gall to drink ?—O ceaſe 
your cruel ſarcaſms; ye are crucifying the Lord 
afreſh, and putting him to an open ſhame. If 


he died not as a ſacrifice for ſin, my ſoul is loſt 
C43 for 


E 
for ever.— But “ twas for guilt, not innocence, 
he poured forth his life.” „ Twas guilt alone 
could juſtify his death, nor that unleſs his death 
could juſtify.” ——A facrifice for ſin is in order 
to juſtify the ſinner: but none of the ſacrifices 
under the law were of ſufficient merit to do this. 
They were only types of that all meritorious 
ſacrifice, «* the Lamb of God, who taketh away 


the ſin of the world. ” . 


« My ſoul Idoks back to ſee,” 

om The burdens thou didſt bear ;* 

« When hanging on the accurſed tree,” 
66 And mn her guilt was there.” 


Thus we find then, what the law could not 
do, God hath done, by making his Son an 
o offering for a. ' viz. « He hath condemned 
ſin i in the fleſh.” Here, ſin appears to be perſon- 
| ified under the character of a malefactor, who 
has been convicted of the crime alledged to his 
charge, and is now reſerved in confinement 
under ſentence of death; deprived of all power, 
authority, and liberty, and looking daily for the 
final execution of the ſentence, which is to ter- 
minate his life.—Sin has done much miſchief in 
God's creation. It has made ſad havock of man- 
kind, and has been particularly injurious to all 
the people of God. It is the prerogative of Jeſus 
Chriſt alone to “ deſtroy the works of the devil, 

| and 


( 2T ) 
and to take away fin, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 


He ſaw, even in the realms of light and 
glory, the deplorable condition his people were 
in, and voluntarily undertook their redemption: 
he bowed. the heavens alſo and came down, he 
laid afide his glory, made himſelf of no reputa- 
tion, took the form of a ſervant; and humbled 
himſelf unto death, even to the death of the 
croſs :— There, in their own nature, he. bore his 
people's curſe, for «© he was made a curſe for us, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in | 
him.“ < He bore the ſin of many.” He engaged 
all the powers of hell, ſingle handed, and over- 
came them.—He took the hand writing which 
was againſt his people, and nailed it to the crofs 
with himſelf.— Thus forever blotting out their 
iniquities as a cloud, and their tranſgreſſions as a 
thick cloud. He entered the tomb, and thus 
perfumed the peaceful reſidence for all who die 
in the Lord. —Angels ſung his triumphs when he 
role, and with enraptured adoration, ſaw him 
drag his captives at his chariot wheels, chanting, 
Thou haſt aſcended up on high, thou haſt led 
captivity captive, thou haſt obtained gifts (to 
beſtow) among men, even the rebellious alſo, 
that the Lord God may dwell among them.“ — 
God has now palled a final ſentence upon fin, 


having « condemned it in the fleſh of his own Son ; 
and 
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ſanctifieth, and they who are ſanctified, are all 


6 22) 
and it is ſaid of all the ſaints, * Sin ſhall not have 
dominion. over you, for ye are not under the 
law, but under grace.” „Sin ſhall not reign in 
your mortal bodies.” —The miſchievous conſe- 
quences of ſin are all removed from the believer. 
In him the body (the ſtrength) of fin is deſtroyed, 
that he ſhould not ſerve fin ; and the remainder 
3s reſerved for final execution. 


| Here then we ſee the grand and ample pro- 
viſion which God hath made for poor ſinners, “ in 


| ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful 


Heſh. EC” 
What the wid could not do he hath PAL 7”? N= 


The law could not juſtify : but - all who helieve 
are juſtified from all things, from which they 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” Acts 
*Xiii. 39.— There is therefore now no condem- 


nation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 


not after the fleſh, but after. the Spirit.” Rom. 
vill. 1.“ Being juſtified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt.” 5 


Rom. iii. 24. 
The Law could not ſanRify—c< But ye are 


_ waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, but ye are juſtified, 


in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 


; of our God.“ 1 Cor. vi. 11.“ For both he that 


- of 


7- © «_— 
of one, for which cauſe he is not aſhamed to call 
them brethren.” Heb. ii. 11.“ By the which 
will we are ſanctified, through the offering of 
the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all.” Heb. x. 10. 


« For by one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are ſanctified.“ Heb. x. 14. 


The Law could not give a man power over 
himſelf —But If any man be in Chriſt he is a 
new creature: old things are paſſed away, behold 
all things are become new.” 2 Cor. v. 17.— 
« That every one of you ſhould know how to 
poſſeſs his veſſel (i. e. his body) in ſanctification 
and honour.” 1 Theſſ. iv. 4. | 


The Law could not give peace of conſcience— 
But, “ being juſtified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Rom. 
v. 1. even „ the peace of God which __ al 
underſtanding.” | 


The Law could not give a well grounded TA | 
of better things to come.“ But we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.” Rom. v. ii. In 
hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promiſed before the world began.“ Tit. i. 2.-- 
«« Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, which according to his abundant 
| mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, 
by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 
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to an inheritance incorruptible, arid uridefited; 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for 
you, who are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto ſalvation.” 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, 5.—* For 
we know, that if our earthly houſe of this taber- 
nacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God; 
an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 


heavens. k. 


III. The ultimate end and deſign of this won: 
derful economy of grace appears to be this:— 
« That the righteouſneſs of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh, but 
after the Spirit.—T3 haf 75 pe, the righteouſneſ$ 
of the law, is an expreſſion which occurs only 
here and in Rom. ii. 26. and ſignifies thoſe internal 


principles of holineſs, which are contained in, 
and expreſſed by the moral law.—Or ſhould it 


be applied to the obſervance of the ceremonial 
law; in both ſenſes the law receives its accom- 
pliſhment. 1ſt, In that perfect obedience, and 
righteouſneſs which Jeſus Chrift rendered in his 
own perſon for our juſtification, and which is 
made ours by faith in him. And 2dly, By the 


law of God being written in the hearts of all God's 


children. Jer. xxxi. 33.—* The love of God be- 


ing ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, 


which is given unto them:” Rom. v. 5.—5So that 


it appears to have been the defi gn of the Almighty 
not 
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not only to ſave ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt in a way 
altogether conſiſtent with his own moral perfec- 
tions, and the purity of his own law, but alſo truly 
conſiſtent with their own natural faculties, and 
with the proper order and fitneſs of things. —In 
the order of nature, and the fitneſs of things, ho- 
lineſs is eſſential to human happineſs. God him- 
ſelf, ſo to ſpeak, cannot make any of his rational 
creatures happy, without making them holy.—. 
In order to make a thing ſtraight, irregularities, 
and crookedneſs, muſt be taken out of the way; 
and ſtraightneſs is the immediate and inſeparable 

eflect.— In order to enjoy the bleſſing of light, 
darkneſs muſt be removed. Sin and miſery are 
inſeparably connected, and ſo holineſs and happi- 
neſs. It does not appear to have been the defigg 
of the goſpel, to make any change in the nature 
of things, any more than in the nature of God. 
God is as pure as ever he was, and ſin is as much 
his abhorrence.— God is not leſs pure for being 
gracious, but ſin is made appear thereby, < to 
be exceeding ſinful.—Herein appears to be the 
miſtake, of all thoſe who object to the moral 
law being a rule of life to the chriſtian. They 
do not ſee the purity, the divinity, nor the eter- 
nal and unalterable obligations, of that law.— 
The law of God, and the mind of God, here, are 
one and the ſame thing: to be conformed to God, 


and to be e to the law, are one and the 
D jame 
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ſame thing.—This is eternally binding upon men 
and angels. — The fall of angels, and of man, was 


by tranſgreſſing of this law, and they feel the 
miſeries of it. The reſtoration of man is effected 


by a reſtoration to the law ; not as a covenant of 


works, but as a rule of life, whereby he may 
know how to regulate the thoughts of his heart, 


the words of his mouth, and the actions of his 


life.— That he may know, “ how he ought to 


Walk and to pleaſe God,” in all things. 1 Theſ. 


iv. 1 —otwithſtanding all the riches of divine 
grace, it ſtill remains an unalterable fact, that 
t to be carnally minded is death; but to be ſpi- 
ritually minded is life and peace: Becauſe the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God: for it is not 
ſubject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” 
Rom. viii. 6, .—“ If ye live after the fleſh ye 


| ſhall die,” and thereby prove that grace hath 


done nothing for you; „but if ye through the 
ſpirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye ſhall 
live.” Rom. viii. 13.—Hence it follows in our 
text, „Who walk not after the fleſh, but after 
the ſpirit.” 9 5 


The term Fleſb is very frequently uſed in the 
New Teſtament, and ſignifies all thoſe bale, 
ſenſual and vicious principles, which govern and 
influence the unregenerate man. It is a term 
very expreſſive _ ſi OO For, the body, the 


mere 
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mere pille periſhing, mortal fleſh, is the 
grand object which engroſſes all the cares, hopes 
and fears, of the unregenerate man. For this he 
riſes early, and late takes reſt. To feed, to pam- 
per, to decorate, to preſerve, that corruptible 
carcaſe, which muſt preſently tumble into the 
grave, in ſpite of all our pains, is the employment 
of the thoughts, deſires, time and talents, of by 
far the greater part of mankind. —The carnal 
man lives wholly for himſelf, in the worſt ſenſe 
of the word; hence, to get and keep, this preſent 
world, is what he is continually driving at, —Or, 
becauſe he finds he, cannot poſſeſs theſe things 
for ever, he will endeavour to perpetuate himſelf 
in his offspring, ſtamp his name upon his eſtates, | 
and finds it his greateſt ſatisfaction in his laſt 
moments, that he has heirs who will perſonate 
himſelf, and tranſmit his erh to the U 


polarity. 


This is living after the fleſh, j. c. the bay has 
the aſcendency of the ſqul—As for the foul, it 
Is ſeldom thought of, or if at all, it is with great 


indifferency. | 


The man finds a fred propenſity to 1 all 
his ſpiritual and immortal concerns, (if he thinks 
he has any) to the mere abſolute unknown 
mercy of God: he is not willing that any of theſe 
* interrupt his preſent enjoy ments. — This is 
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\ mere brutiſh life ; and this is the life of by f far 
e greateſt part of the world. 

But not ſo the chriſtian. —< He walks not after 
the fleſh, but after the Spirit.” —* He was once in 
the fleſh; then he minded the things of the fle 
« But tow le i is after the ſpirit, he minds the = 
of the Spirit” Walking after the Spirit, implies 
1ſt, Making the bible the rule of our conduct, 
| becauſe the bible is the revelation of the Spirit, 
and the only rule the Spirit has given for both 
faith and practice. 2dly, Walking after the 
Spirit implies, walking by, 'or under the guidance 
of, a divine agent, no leſs than the Spirit of 
God himſelf. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the ſons of 'God.” Rom. 
VIII. 14. — is the Spirit of God which hath led 
them to the kno\ Wedge of themſelves, and to deep 
compunction of ſoul for their iniquittes. 2dly, It 
is the Spirit of God who hath revealed Chriſt in 
their hearts, hath led them to ſee the complete- 
neſs of his righteouſneſs and merit, and to ven- 
ture on him alone for ſalvation.—3dly, It is the 
Spirit who hath “' ſhed abroad the love of God in 
their hearts,” and taught them to“ love Chriſt, 
decauſe he hath: firſt loved them; and to love 
the brethren, yea all men, even their vileſt 
enemies, for Chriſt's fake. 4thly, It is the“ Spirit 
of God which worketh in them both to will and 
to do of his own good pleaſure,” to “ worſhip 

| 3 God 
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God in ſpirit and in truth, „ to cleanſe from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and perfect holineſs in 
the fear of God; teaching them that denying 
ungodlineſs and wordly luſts, they ſhould live 
foberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
world, looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 

purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” | 3 ris 


Thus the righteouſneſs of the w is fudfiled, 
in the ſubjects of free grace, to the glory of 
God, and the conſummation of their happineſs, to 
all eternity. 
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Suffer me now to ak an obſervation or two 


dy way of inference. 1] i: 20 


4 1ſt, May I not challenge the whole univerls 
to- produce any thing capable of being compared 
with that ſyſtem of doctrine contained in the 
facred:gofpel, fo truly worthy of God, ſo;bene- 
ficial to mankind.=—The depraved'debilitated-ſthte 
of human nature, as we have viewed it, is eon- 
firmed by the univerſal obſervation and ex perience 
of all ages and all climates.—If precept and 
example made all the difference which is to be 


leen 1 in certain characters, we might then bope 
to 


to find, ſomewhere, a nation, or an iſland, whofe 


But the contrary is the fact, that . all fleſh 


| mighty concerned for the miſeries of his fallen 
creatures, and undertaking, and effecting, their 


= zZzaly, What an everlaſting ſource of conſola- 


any here who are aſking «© what muſt I do to 
be ſaved.” —How ſalutary, how ſuitable the reply 


? 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” . 


with the charge of licentiouſneſs.— This ſyſtem 


* Talk they of morals? O thou bleeding love | 


( 39 ) 
inhabitants were all virtuous, wiſe and good: — 
hath corrupted its way,” and that by nature there 


are none righteous, none that doeth good, no not 
his is a truth then founded in fact. 


© 2dly, How truly ſublime it is to view the Al. 


recovery in perſon, in a way ſo conſiſtent with 
his own attributes, and with the * of 
his moral government. . | 


tion is here found for the guilty and the wretched, 
who know and feel their miſeries. Are there 


of the goſpel, —<« Behold the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the ſin of the world.“. Believe on 


Athly, How unj -uſtly is lithis, ſyſtem. ee 


produces the moſt pure and refined morality. 


Thou maker of new morals to mankind p 
The true morality is love of thee ? 


5thly, 


(= ) 
5thly, Finally, my brethren; let us rejoice, 
for the“ grace which is brought unto us by the 
revelation of Jeſus Chriſt,” —Let us * ſtand 
faſt in the liberty Wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage.”-— Only let your converſation be as 
it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt:”—<* That ye 
may ſhew forth the praiſes of him who hath 
called you out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
light.” 


| 2 | 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſi- 
ble, the only wiſe God, be honour and glory, 


for eyer and ever, AMEN. 


\ 


FINIS. - 


